
Iowa  

Voter  

Registra�on 

Form and Instruc�ons 

 

Vo�ng is 

Your Right 
 

 

Ques�ons 

For more informa�on or if you have ques�ons 

about voter registra�on, contact your county  

auditor or the Secretary of State’s Office. 

 

 

Elec�ons Division……………..…515-281-0145 

Toll Free ……………..………  …1-888-SOS-VOTE 

   1-888-767-8683 

 

 

Complaints 

If you believe that someone has interfered with 

your right to: 

Register or to decline to register to vote, 

Privacy in deciding whether to register, 

Privacy in applying to register to vote, 

Choose your own poli�cal party or other  

poli�cal preference. 

 

 

You may file a complaint with: 

 Voter Registra�on Commission 

 Lucas State Office Building 

 321 E. 12
th
 Street 

 Des Moines, IA 50319 

1-888-SOS-VOTE 

Vo�ng with Assistance 

If you need help marking your ballot because 

of a disability or because you cannot read  

English, any person you choose may help you, 

except your employer or your employer’s 

agent or an officer or agent of your union. If 

you want help from the poll workers, one  

person from each poli�cal party will help you. 

You will be asked to sign a form  to show that 

you asked for assistance.  

Deadlines for Registering to Vote 

The voter registra�on deadline is 10 days  

before primary and general elec�ons and 11 

days before any other elec�on. 

Voter Registra�on Card 

You will receive a voter registra�on card  

within 14 days. If you do not, call your county 

auditor. Be ready to tell the auditor when and 

where you completed the registra�on form 

and to whom you gave the voter registra�on 

form to.   

 

Voter Registra�on is Permanent 

A=er you register to vote, you do not have to 

register again unless you move to a new ad-

dress.  However, your registra�on will be can-

celed if you are convicted of a felony or judged 

to be incompetent to vote by a court. 

 

Privacy 

If you register to vote, the name of the office 

where you turned in the registra�on form will 

be kept private. If you do not register to vote, 

this fact will also be kept private. The  

informa�on provided on this form will be used 

only for voter registra�on purposes.  

 

Things You Need to Know on Elec�on Day 

 

Your Ballot, Your Vote 

Don’t panic if you registered to vote but your 

name is not on the list. Get help from a poll 

worker to make sure your vote is counted. You 

may be directed to another polling place or given 

a provisional ballot. 

 

 

ID – Don’t Go Without It 

You may need to show an ID. To be safe, bring 

your driver’s license, paycheck, u�lity bill, bank 

statement, government check, or other  

government document that includes your name 

and current street address. 

 

 

Wri�ng on the Wall 

Look at the signs at the polling place for  

direc�ons on how to use the vo�ng machines, a 

list of your vo�ng rights and instruc�ons for  

filing a complaint if your rights have been  

violated. 

 

 

When in Doubt, Ask 

Poll workers are there to help you. They’ll show 

you how to use the machines and give you a  

provisional ballot if you need one. 

Elec�on Day Registra�on 

Iowa law allows you to register to vote on  

elec�on day at the polling place for the precinct 

in which you currently live. To do so, you must 

show proof of iden�ty and proof of residency. 

The best way to do this is using your non-expired 

Iowa driver’s license or non-operator ID card 

with your current address printed on it. 

 



Use this form to apply to register to 

vote or to make changes to your  

current voter registra�on. Use a 

pen and print neatly. 

Required Informa�on: 

• ID number, 

• Date of birth, 

• Gender, 

• Name, 

• Address, 

• Signature 

 

If you do not include the required  

informa�on, your registra�on  

cannot be processed. 

 

ID Number 

Your Iowa driver’s license number 

is required if you have one. If you 

don’t have one, put the number of 

your Iowa non-driver ID card. If you 

have neither of these, put the last 4 

digits of your Social Security  

number. Iowa Code sec�on 48A.11 

requires the state to ask for these 

numbers on this form.  

 

If your ID number cannot be  

verified, you will be required to 

show iden�fica�on before vo�ng.  

 

Driver’s license, non-operator ID, 

and Social Security numbers are 

not printed on voter registra�on 

lists sold to candidates and others.  

 

Read the form carefully before you 

sign it. 

 

Mail the completed form to your 

county auditor. 
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Voter Registra�on Informa�on 

You may apply to register to vote when 

you apply for assistance. This agency is 

required to offer you an opportunity to 

register to vote. 

To register to vote in Iowa, you must: 

• Be a ci�zen of the United States,

• Be a resident of Iowa,

• Be at least 17 ½ years old (must be 

18 on elec�on day), 

• Not have been convicted of a felony 

(or have had your rights restored), 

• Not currently be judged by a court to 

be “incompetent to vote,” and  

• Give up your right to vote in any oth-

er place.  

 

Assistance 

If you would like assistance in filling out 

the voter registra�on form, we will help 

you. The decision whether to seek or ac-

cept help is yours. You may fill out the 

applica�on form in private. You may take 

the registra�on form with you or fill it 

out later and return it to this office or 

your County Auditor. 

 

Benefits 

Applying to register or declining to regis-

ter to vote will not affect the amount of 

assistance that you will be provided by 

this agency. 

 

 




