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1 If an election contest or other legal inquiry into the conduct of the election is pending, DO NOT destroy any document from the election. 

2
 Abstracts and tally lists must be retained forever. If stored electronically, hard copies may be discarded. 

3
 Unvoted ballots shall be destroyed after the end of the period for contesting the election if no contest is pending. 

4
 Memory cards may be permanently erased after the end of the period for contesting the election if no contest is pending and only after the 

memory card audit log from each card has been printed. 

5
 Nomination Papers from the primary election (chapter 43) shall be destroyed 10 days before the corresponding general election if a 

contest is not pending.   

 

State of Iowa 
Election Document Retention Record 

 

Election Name: _________________________ Election Date: ______/_______/_______ 
 

    Non Federal Election (6 month retention period) = ___/___/___ Last Day of Retention Period 
 

    Federal Election (22 month retention period) = ___/___/___  Last Day of Retention Period 
 

Tally Lists and Abstracts must be kept forever. 
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Code of Iowa cited only by section number.  References to the Iowa Administrative Code are cited as follows: IAC 721—21.2(1).   
 

Documents Retained Iowa Law Citations Storage Location 

 
Abstracts 

2
 

 
§43.61, 50.19, 50.26, 50.28  

 
Applications, Absentee Ballot 

 
§50.19, 53.30  

 
Ballots, Absentee 

 
§50.12, 50.19, 53.26, 53.30  

 
Ballots, Disputed 

 
§50.3, 50.4, 50.5, 50.19  

Ballots, Provisional 
 
§50.19  

 
Ballots, Spoiled 

 
§50.9, 50.19  

 
Ballots, Unvoted 
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§50.9, 50.19  

 
Ballots, Test Deck 

 
§50.19, 52.35(3)  

 
Ballots, Voted 

 
§50.12, 50.19  

 
Caucus Materials 

 
§43.4    

 
Declarations, Eligibility 

 
§50.19  

 
Election Registers 

 
§50.19  

 
Envelopes, Absentee  (all types) 

 
§50.19, 53.30  

 
Memory Cards 
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§50.19, IAC 721—22.51(13)  

 
Memory Card, Audit Log/Program Files From 

 
§50.19 IAC 721—22.51(11,14)   

 
Nomination Papers, Primary (Chapter 43) 
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§50.19  

 
Nomination Papers, (Non-Chapter 43) 

 
§50.19  

 
Poll watcher Certification Records 

 
§50.19  

 
Precinct Official Appointment Records 

 
§50.19  

 
Public Test Results 

 
§50.19, 52.35(4),  IAC 721—22.41(2)(c)  

Tally Lists
2
 

 
§50.19  

 
Other Material Pertaining to the Election 

 
§50.19  

 
Service & Repair Reports from Election Day 

 
§50.19,  IAC 721—22.51 
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	Election Name: 
	Election Month: 
	Election Day: 
	Election year: 
	Storage location: 
	Non-federal election: 
	Federal election: 
	last day of retention period: 



